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What are the expectations in Year 2? 

How can I help my child at home? 



Reading 
Children working at the expected standard for Year 2 can: 
• read accurately most words of two or more syllables
• read most words containing common suffixes- ed/ ing/ ful/ less/ ness/ 

ment
• read most common exception words.*

In age-appropriate books, the pupil can: 

• read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, 
and sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their understanding 
rather than on decoding individual words 
• sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue 
hesitation.

In a book that they can already read fluently, the pupil can:

• check it makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading 
• answer questions and make some inferences
• explain what has happened so far in what they have read.



How you can help? 

• Listen to your child read AT LEAST 3 times a week to build reading stamina-

Children will be entered into a reading raffle.

• Build fluency by reading a book more than once. 

• Encouraging children to self correct instead of telling them the word: ‘Does 
that sound right? Read it out loud again’ 

• Model reading with expression. (changing your voice for each character, are 
they happy / sad?).

• Ask your child questions about the story: Can they predict what may happen 
next? Retell what has happened? Infer how a character is feeling through 
language used.

Eg Mum saw paint all over the floor and shouted.



Examples from end of year assessments.



Writing 
Children working at the expected standard for Year 2 can, after discussion with 
the teacher:
write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of 
others (real or fictional) 
• write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 
• demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, 
and use question marks correctly when required 
• use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 
• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / 
that / because) to join clauses 
• segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, 
spelling many of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts 
at others
• spell many common exception words* 
• form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship 
to one another and to lower-case letters 
• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 



Examples of Year 2 Writing.





How you can help? 
• Encourage correct letter formation when your child writes at home. 
• Think a sentence, say a sentence, write a sentence
• Enforce ‘Magic 5’ 
• Ask children to read their work aloud
• Does it make sense?

Ideas for writing ….
• Write ‘Thank you letters’ for birthday and Christmas presents. 
• Write invitations for friends to visit.
• Retell a film or book.
• Describe a pet or favourite / new toy



Maths: Children working at the expected standard for Year 2 can:

• read scales* in divisions of ones, twos, fives and tens • partition any two-digit number 
into

• different combinations of tens and ones, explaining their thinking verbally, in pictures 
or using apparatus

• add and subtract any 2 two-digit numbers using an efficient strategy verbally, in 
pictures or using apparatus 

• recall all number bonds to and within 10 and use these to reason with and calculate 
bonds to and within 20, recognising other associated additive relationships (e.g. If 7 + 3 
= 10, then 17 + 3 = 20; if 7 – 3 = 4, then 17 – 3 = 14

• recall multiplication and division facts for 2, 5 and 10 and use them to solve simple 
problems

• identify 1/4, 1/3 , 1/2 , 2/4, 3/4, of a number or shape, and know that all parts must 
be equal parts of the whole

• use different coins to make the same amount

• read the time on a clock to the nearest 15 minutes

• name and describe properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes, including number of sides, 
vertices, edges, faces and lines of symmetry. 



Partitioning numbers using
tens and ones         a ‘Part Whole Model’ and a          ‘Bar Model’ 



3 tens          6 ones = 36

Addition Calculation

+



Addition Calculation

+

28 + 16 =

Add the ones first

Exchange ten ones 
for a ten

4 ones4 tens                      = 44



Subtraction Calculation
Without exchange                   with exchange

-

24 – 12= 
24 – 15=

Children understand that 1 ten 
is the same as ten ones so 
exchange a ten for ten ones. 
They can then cross out. 



Examples of end of year assessments 
in Maths.





How you can help? 

• Correct number formation

• Practise partitioning numbers- How many tens are in 64? 

• Count change in your wallet/ money 

• Ask your child the time (o clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to). 

• Practise your times tables in the car- 2 , 5 and 10.

• Practise counting objects – how many yellow Lego bricks do you have? 

• Bake a cake! Weighing ingredients is an important skill. 

• Recalling number facts.

• Ask questions about numbers- which is largest? How do you know? What number 

comes before/ after/ in between?



What is available to take away? 
• Common Exception words for reading and spelling- Year 1 and Year 2 

• Handwriting formation sheet

• Hundred square

Thank you for your support. 

The Year 2 Team




